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Bureau of Mines in 1912, as physical
chemist directing metallurgy and chemistry
of rare metals, he was authorized, at his
own initiative, to establish an experiment
station for rare metals at Denver, Col.,
and in 1913 first suggested that radium be
produced in the United States. Developing his
own technique for extracting the radium,
Moore founded the National Radium Insti-
tute with a plant at Denver. There, under
his direction, radium was produced having a
market value of almost $1,000,000 per ounce.
He also originated the use of helium for air-
ships in place of the inflammable hydrogen,
and devised a process which enormously re-
duced the cost of helium, now exclusively
used in American dirigibles. While at the

Odes on Cash (1828). The Epicurean, a prose
romance after the style then in vogue, ap-
peared in 1827; a life of Sheridan in 1825; an
edition (with a biography) of Byron's Let-
ters and Journals in 1830; a life of Lord Ed-
ward Fitzgerald in 1831; and a History of
Ireland (in 4 vols.) in 1835-46.

Moore's Creek, Battle of, a battle or skir-
mish of the American Revolution, fought on
Feb. 27, 1776, on Moore's Creek, in North
Carolina, between about 1,600 Loyalists,
mostly Scotch Highlanders by birth or de-
scent, under Gen. Donald McDonald, and
about 1,000 North Carolina militia under
Col. Richard Caswell. McDonald's force had
been raised at the instance of the refugee
royal governor Martin, and was on its way

Snake Dance of the Moqui Indians.

Bureau of Mines he discovered mesothorium,
used for luminous paints.

Moore, Thomas (1779-1852), Irish poet,
was born in Dublin. In London his personal
charm gained him influential friends, and in
1803 he was appointed admiralty registrar at
Bermuda. He tired of the work there in a
year, and entrusting it to a deputy, came to
the U. S., where he travelled extensively dur-
ing 1804. In 1807 Moore began the publica-
tion of his Irish Melodies^ which contain his
best work, for he was there thoroughly in
sympathy with his subject. Lalla Rookh, his
other most notable work, a clever 'Oriental*
poetical romance, appeared in 1817, and ran
through six editions in the same year. For a
time he made a success with political squibs
such as The Fudge Family in Paris (1818),
Fables for the Holy Alliance (1823), and

to join Martin and meet Gen. Clinton, then
expected with a large force of regulars, at
Wilmington, when it was met and totally de-
feated in a half-hour's engagement at the
bridge over Moore's Creek, by the militia.

Moor-hen.  See Rail.

Moorings, means whereby a vessel is held
in place at a wharf or at anchor. Ships may
be moored to a wharf by means of ropes or
chains, or to anchors; in the latter case two
or more anchors are used. Permanent moor-
ings are placed in many harbors. The chains
from the anchors are carried to buoys so that
ships using these moorings do not have to
let go their own anchors, but secure to the
buoy or to the end of the chain which the
buoy marks or supports.

Moorland, an association of plants in
which peat is an important element. More